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PROVO UTAH'S NORTH UNIVERSITY SUBDIVISION

The North University Subdivision of Provo, Utah, began on
February 27, 1948. According to the building permits, initial
construction began with ten dwellings on block one with two at a
cost of $6,000 and eight at a cost of $5,000 (refer to the building
permits located after the map section).(1l) The actual purchase of
the property occurred on October 29, 1946 (Fig. 1).(2) The man who
purchased the property and subsequently developed it was William G.
Lichfield of Provo, Utah.

William G Lichfield and his wife Beulah bought the North
University subdivision which at the time was broken into five
separate plats. William Lichfield was born on July 5, 1896, in
Goshen, Utah. He married Beulah Menlove in the Salt Lake LDS
Temple on January 24, 1920 (Figs. 2,3).(3) He had lived in Provo
most of his life and it was in Provo where he received promlnence
as a developer and builder. Lichfield had three children, one of
who's husband joined him in partnershlp toward the end of the
subdivision development. Lichfield apparently spent quite a few
years developing the North University subdivision before letting

his partner and son-in-law, Aldo Nelson, finish the subdivision in



the late fifties (refer to the bulilding permits located after the
map section),.

The subdivision itself encompasses two streets, 300 and 380
West between 1230 North and 1500 North (refer to the general city
map, plat maps and Figs. 4,5). 1It is divided into plats A through
E, all of which Lichfleld purchased for development. At the
purchase date, the land was used for sheep grazing. As a result,
Lichfield installed the streets, sewer, and all other utilities
according to city ordinances. The subdivision 1s broken into 77
lots. Approximately 66 homes were bullt by Lichfield and later by
Nelson, hls son-in-law. I mention the number of homes built as
approximate because it 1s difficult to distinguish on the building
permits all of the exact lots because they estimated on some of
them as thelr approximate addresses.

At its inception, the area was flat with no development around
it other than the roads 200 West, 1230 North, and State Street (500
W.). The one physical boundary to the area is the Provo river.
The river d4id not exactly follow the course that it does today,
particularly through this area. When the subdivision was
established, the river meandered quite a bit more than it does
today. In the sixtles, the city dredged it and created more of an
aqueduct shape to it with high levees. Thls was done to protect
the new subdlivision as well as the emerging commercial enterprises
in the area.(4)

It appears that the subdivision was expanded in the mid-
fifties by Aldo Nelson, Lichfield's partner (refer to bullding

permits). Apparently Nelson worked independent of Lichfield at



this time. He bullt six more homes on 300 West in the Parkway
plat. From conversatlons with Aldo Nelson, he sald that most of
the utilities and streets were in at this end of the subdivision,
which made it worthwhile to him to build in thls area.(5)

Slnce then the subdivision has remained the same. What has
changed dramatically is the commercial development that has sprung
up around the subdivision which completely engrosses the two
streets today (refer to the general plat map). The North
University subdivision is literally an island surrounded by a sea
of enterprise. For the most part, it is a plus. When my wife and
I answered an ad for an apartment on 380 West, we had no idea that
this nelghborhood even exlisted. This is the case for many people
because one only sees shops and stores on the perlphery that hide
the little homes of the subdivision. We spent our last two years
of undergraduate work here in the apartment at 1403 N. 380 W. (Flg.
6). We enjoyed the secluslion and quletness of the nelghborhood.
The unique aspect of this subdivision is that 1t is the only one in
Provo that is completely surrounded by commerclal development. The
commercial area around the two streets act as a buffer between the
homes and the city that most of the residents seem to enjoy.

When I interviewed Aldo Nelson regarding the subdivision, I
asked him about any type of restrictlons or architectural covenants
that applied to the subdivision. The only restriction to the deed
that he mentloned was the agreement that Lichfield provide the
necessary infrastructure of streets, sewers, and utilities, as well
as a twelve foot easement on both streets. As for the

architecture, the loans were F.H.A. insured, which dlictated the



size of the homes that Lichfield built. The majority of the homes
are approximately 875 to 900 square feet. They are rather small
homes with most of them having a finished basement that was not
completed in the initial construction (Figs. 6,7).

One of the more important questions that I asked him, I felt,
had to do with any social covenant restralnts to the subdivision,
His 1mmediate response to the question was that all of the home
buyers that he could recollect were LDS. He said they d4ld not
choose for this to happen, but because Provo had and has such a
high concentration of LDS members, it was only natural that the
homebuyers were of this faith. As a result, 1t was a caucasian
neighborhood. Nelson sald it did not matter to them who bought the
homes as long as they sold, 1t just happened to be to LDS famillies,
and this is the case today. When we lived in this neighborhood two
years ago, we knew of only three families on our street that were
not LDS. Not much has really changed in thlis respect because of
the University's influx of LDS students into the community of

already established LDS families.

The layout of the North University subdivision followed the
general plan of Provo with a gridiron street pattern. Because of
the property, 380 West does have a curving section at both ends of
the street because it opens onto 300 West, the subdivisions only
route out to the main streets (refer to the general city map and
Figs. 4,5,8). 1In all plats of the subdivislion, Lichfleld was to
provide, according to city ordinances, the installation of water
mains, sewer mains, gravel roads, and sidewalks. Lichfield did not

put in any landscaping on elther public or private land. He did



put in the walkways to the front doors of all of the houses as well
a3 the driveways. Nelson was not sure exactly when the city came
In and paved the streets and 1lnstalled the sidewalks, but he
estimates it was sometime in the late fifties. Street lighting is
found on 300 and 380 West which was installed by the city.
Lichfield was wise in developing this division in this part of the
city. At the time, nothing was built up around the land, but 1t
was next to some very key streets that I am sure he figured would
most llkely spring commercial enterprise. As an added bonus, the
Provo river runs right next to the subdivision which would provide
natural recreation to the nelighborhood at no cost to his
development. It is in a very strategic place and Lichfield must
have known that having these amenitlies already or soon to be in
place would be excellent selling features to the subdivision.
Because the loans to develop the North University subdlivision

¥

were FHA insured, certain restrictions were put in place regarding ?ﬁ/

q

the size of the homes. Without exception, the two variations of q&
home designs found in the division were laid out with either 87§_g£/r / 4ﬁ

900 square feet in plan. Both Figs. 9 and 10r;;; the typical house ' ép
styles and plans found in the subdivision. All of the homes have .
basements and are constructed with brick. Figure 11 is the only
home on both streets that has since been covered with the less than ﬁff"
desirable asbestos shingles. y Rw
The homes have a vernacular 1look with various tones of ()l '
brickwork. The style is a simple gable and hipped form roofs.
They can really be described as a simple ranch style like that

found in the Rose Park subdlvislon of Salt Lake Clty. But 1t



really is a nondescript style that is exact on each lot varying
only in color and position on the lot. Each of the lot dimensions,
except for the corner lots on 380 West and the east lots on 300
West, are 70 feet by 80 feet. The floor plans are very basic both
in figures 9 with photo Fig. 6, and Fig. 10 with photo Fig. 7.
Each plan contains two bedrooms, a llving room, kitchen, and one
bathroom. Each plan has a full basement that has since been
finlshed off in most cases. Nelson mentioned that they did not
employ an architect, and he and Lichfleld collaborated on small
changes to the deslgns of the homes that the bank (Farmers and
Merchants Bank, Provo) provided. He said that because the homes
were so small in plan, it was not difficult to alter or improve the
plans, especially since they only used two plan designs with slight
variations for all the homes.(7) My wife and I 1llved in the home
in Figs. 6 and 9. Though the plans are very tight, for a young
family they are qulte 1livable. In the house we lived in, the
kitchen has a bay window extending to the floor to increase the
size of the kitchen that does make a sizable difference.

Most of the homes initially sold between $5,000 and $6,000
dollars. One offer was recently made on a home in the neighborhood
for $85,000.(6) When I interviewed Mr. Nelson, he mentioned that
Lichfleld had two homes that were used as model homes. Nelson
could not remember which homes they were, but that the two styles
of floor plans were shown and the homes were next door to each
other. They did do the landscaping to these homes to add to their
sale_ability. These two model homes still exist 1in the

neighborhood, it is Just unknown as to which two they were. More



than likely at least one was a corner lot, and they were probably
close to the entrance of the subdlvision.

In regards to advertising, Nelson mentlioned that they really
did not do any because when the bullding began, there was nothing
in the vicinlity but the houses themselves. With three maln streets
surrounding the site, he saild that the building activity drew
people to the site. 1In essence, the physical structures stood out
in a large tract of land that acted as agents of their own
sales.(8)

In the ensuing years, the North University subdivision did
experience various changes in the housing stock. Without
exception, the most common change to the homes was the addition of
the garage or more commonly, the carport. A few of the homes still
do not have either, but I found that most of the houses do have
them. Figures 6,7,8,11,12, and 13, are the common carports found
and fiqure 7, probably has the nicest enclosed garage, and though
small, was very well built. Some homes such as figure 12, have
added wings that, for the most part, extend into the backyard. I
would imagine that most of the homes have finished basements, many
of them belng rented to students. None of the homes 1Iin the
neighborhood have a second story added. I am sure it was easler
and less expensive to go down 1n the basement with additions than
upward. Dormers were not added to the roofs, they remain as simple
hipped and gable sections. Figure 11 has enclosed the porch to
make the living room larger. Flgures 6 and 7 have since added

decorative gates to their porch for insurance purposes.



At the North University subdivision's inception, it drew many
young families to its homes. Most had fallen 1into the soclio-
economic background that many of the young couples were in
throughout the country at the time. They were postwar newlyweds
looking for starter homes to begin a family in. I was fortunate
enough to interview Mrs. Norma Arrington who lives at 1494 N. 300
W. Both she and her husband have lived in their home since 1949.
Of all the residents I was able to contact in the nelghborhood,
they are the only ones who have 1llved continuously 1in the
nelghborhood since its beginning.(9)

They moved 1into their new home as a newly married couple.
Norma worked at BYU as a dance teacher and her husband worked at
the U.S. Steel plant in Orem. They raised two children in this
home and she said it was an excellent place to raise kids because
they were surrounded by farmland and also the river.(10) At that
time, it was known as the Lichfield subdivision because Lichfield
was a rather prominent builder in Provo. Since then the City has
officially named it the North University Subdivision. Their home
1s located in Plat B on block one (Fig. 15) and these homes have a
bit deeper lot than the other homes in the subdivision. When they
moved in, an irrigation canal ran in the back of their house with
a trail leading to the river. She sald they spent many evenings in
the summer on this trall and around the river. Her sons were great
fisherman which kept them busy in the summers.

I asked her if most of the residents that moved into the
neighborhood were in thelr same economic and social circumstances.

She replied that many were couples in their twenties that created



a homogeneous neighborhood both in age and social standing. She
also mentloned that everyone was LDS and that the nelghborhood was
known as the Pleasantview ward. As a result, the neighborhood was
a very tight knit community that not only relied on the age and
social similarities to tie them together, but also the Church
helped to unite them enabling them to get to know the entire
neighborhood over time.

I was also able to talk to Cecil and Gladys Layton located at
1301 N. 300 Ww. They moved into their home in 1960 and paid
$15,000. They put $500 down and made payments of $85.00 a month on
a 25 year mortgage. They ralsed one son here and would swear to
never llive anywhere else. They sald that the neighborhood in the
early days always had a unity to it and everyone took pride in
thelr yards.(11) Both Gladys and Cecil were BYU employees for
thelr entire careers. The economic scale for the most part was
very straight middle class familles of this time period. I also
talked to our old next door nelghbors, the Armstrong's at 1391 N.
380 W. (Fig. 7). They have 1lived in the neighborhood since 1960
and they too commented on the unity and peacefulness of the
subdivision. The Armstrong's di1d not have any chlldren, and it is
interesting to note that the three older couples I interviewed each
ralsed two or less children, a somewhat interesting fact in an LDS
community.(13)

If there is one interesting family to move into these homes,
it was the Crookston family. Ray and Marvel moved into their home
at 1388 N. 300 W. in 1962. They had six children when they moved

In and pald $17,500 for the home. In the ensulng years the



Crookston's had ten more children maklng it sixteen in all. Ray
added a famlly room to the back that doubled as a bedroom for some
of the kids, and he also finished off the basement.(14) He said it
was pretty wild at times but that they survived.(15) Now, just he
and Marvel live alone, and with all the kids married off, he says
the place is too big for just the two of them. He 414 mention that
they stay pretty busy with their 92 grandchildren and 16 great
grandchildren. He and Marvel are 1ln thelr seventies as are all the
couples I linterviewed.

As Aldo Nelson mentioned in my interview with him, they were
not prejudiced to people who bought the homes, but one cannot be
too sure. I believe that the type of people who first inhabited
this subdivision were caucaslian by default. The fact the Provo was
and is a hligh concentration of LDS members, it was only natural
that those young couples moving into the new neighborhood were
white LDS families. The older couples I interviewed that have been
in this subdivision since its early days confirm this idea that the
families that lived here without exception, were LDS.

Today, though most of the neighborhood is still LDS, the
social makeup is somewhat different from what it used to be. When
ny wife and I lived there between 1989-1991, the majority of the
people that llved ln the homes and the basements were young married
couples. The rest of the homes were and are inhablited by older,
retired people. An African American woman lived in a house across
the street from us who was a renter because she was in the service.
Other than that, unfortunately, there were no other ethnic ox

minority people 1n the neighborhood.(16) As a result of the



University, there is a new generatlion of young families moving into
the North Universlity subdlivision, only this time they are renters
creating a higher rate of turnover.

As a result of the change from owners to renters, many of the
older residents feel that the nelghborhood 1is slowly going
downhill. Many of these older residents take pride in thelr yards
and for most student renters, this 1s not a high priority. But for
the most part, the neighborhood ls very clean and most of the yards
are kept up pretty well (Figs. 7,8,14). When we lived there we
knew of no crime and people seldom locked their doors. The
neighborhood 1is still in the same ward boundary as 1in the
beginning, and through the ward we felt a lot of unity between the
two streets. We were able to get to know a lot of people in the
neighborhood that we might not have had a chance to know otherwise.

In researching the North Unlversity subdivision, I came to
realize that 1t was part of probably the biggest bullding boom this
country had ever seen. It has a sense of community to it that not
many neighborhoods have today. Perhaps it is because of its size,
social makeup, and physical boundaries. Lichfleld, I believe was
an efficlent bullder who played his cards right. Unfortunately, on
November 14, 1962, he was killed in an auto accident in California
(Figs. 2,3).(17) This was a time consuming project, but I had a
lot of fun doing it because I was a part of this subdivision for a
short tlme. I especlially enjoyed 1interviewing the people and
getting to know people I had known, but now iIn a different 1light.
The people of this subdivision and others of this time period may

not know it, but they contributed to the culture of today and this



physical culture is a standling testament to the needs that arose
and were met for the circumstances of their time. These needs
surprisingly are still being met by the subdlvision for a new
generatlon of people that perhaps have the same problems and Joys
that were shared by those who first 1inhabited these small,
nondescript dwellings of the North University subdivision of Provo,

Utah.



NOTES

1 These fiqures were derived from the building permits found
in the Provo City Building Inspector's office located at 250 West
Center Street, Provo.

2 The record of this transaction was found at the Utah County
Recorder's Office at 215 East Center Street, Provo.

3 This information was received from the news article on Mr.
Lichfield's death in an auto accident. The article was obtained
from the Provo City Library at 243 West Center Street, Provo.

4 Conversation with Norma Arrington, 11/17/92; 1494 N. 300 W..
S Conversation with Aldo Nelson, 11/17/92; 2213 N. 800 E..

6 Conversation with Cecil and Gladys Layton, 11/17/92; 1301 N.
300 w..

7 Nelson.

8 In talking with Nelson who is now 70 years old, I sensed
that his memory was not what it used to be, I decided to go to the
Library to check the Provo Daily Herald for any advertisements for
the subdivision. I found nothing to indicate that Lichfield did
any advertising. Nelson was right, the homes apparently did all
the selling.

9 Many of the homes are still owned by the original owners or
their children, but are now mainly rented to University students
and couples. I was not able to get ahold of any of these owners.

10 Arrington.

11 The Layton's arguably have the nicest yard in the
neighborhood (Fig. 14).

12 Conversation with Anthony Armstrong, 11/17/92; 1391 N. 380
WQ.

13 It would be interesting to see 1If the size of the homes
had any bearing on the number of children these couples had. I was
interested to know but knew it was not my place to ask such a
personal question.



14 Conversation with Ray and Marvel Crookston, 11/17/92; 1388
N. 300 W. The family room addition plus the finished basement gave
the Crookston family an additional 1,100 square feet.

15 Crookston.

16 This 1s unfortunate because this would have created a
healthier diversity.

17 Refer to the Provo Daily Herald article (Figs. 2,3). Mrs.
Lichfield passed away in 1983, Aldo Nelson said that they
destroyed all of her husband's building records after her death.
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-Provo Man Le/hl Coupleﬁ
Victims In Car Rollover |

Three prominent’ residents of
Utah County . were killed and an-
other was critically” injured late
Tuesday when the Automobile in
which they were riding overturned
on a highway In, Death Valley Na-
tional Monument in California.

Kille¢ were: -
‘William Glen Lichfield, 65,

620 N. University Ave., Provo,

well-known bullding contractor,

| Calif.

4]

crushed behind the wheel| of
the car.
Frank Hindley Eastmond, |69,

owner of the Saratoga Resort

at Lehi, who had been thrown

from the vehicle.

Mrs. Clarrisa Jean Taylor

" Eastmond, 68, wife of Mr. East-
"mond, whose body was re-

‘moved from the car by pass- |

ershy, .J

Hospitalized with mulllplc b
bones and head injuries was |Mrs,
Beulah Menlove Lichfield, 62, wife
of Mr. Lichfield. She was repbrted’
in critical™condition at the South-
ern Inyo Hospital at Lone [Pine,

okon:

]
Inyo County sheriff's deputies
said the accident occurred on|Cali-
fornia. Highway 190 at Townes|Pass
cast of Panamint Springs al the
edge of the national monument.

Deputies said that when they ar-

rived at the scene the victimg' car
wag upside down. . .
Mr: and Mrs. Lichfield an Mr. |

and Mrs. Eastmond were known to
be close friends. They had taken
many trips together. They had left
Monday on their trip (o Nevada:
and California and were believed
riding in Mr. Eastmond’s new auto-
mobile.

Mr. Lichfield was born July 5,
1896, in Goshen, a son of Joseph
Thomas and Annie Millicent Till
Lichfield. He married Beulah
Menlove in the Salt Lake . LDS
Temple on Jan., 24, 1920.

He.had lived in Provo nearly
all his life, having moved here
as a small boy. He was active
fn the LDS Church and a mem-

ber of University Ward.

Figure 2.

He is survived by his wife;

three children, Mrs. Roya
(Elaine) chderson of Vernal;
Mrs. Aldo C. (Afton) Nelson of
Provo and Ernest William Lich-
field of State College, Penn.; |17
grandchildren and the followihg
brothers and sisters: Mrs. Heltn
Knudsen and Mrs. Glen (Rachel)
Campbell of Salt Lake.City; Al-
bert- Lichfield of Provo and
Ralph Lichfield of Ogden.
Mr. Eastmond was born July
7, 1892 in American Fork, to
Thomas Jefferson and Esther
Hindley Eastmond. He was
schools for 30 years, thc last at
taught in the Salt Lake Cilyl
s¢hools for 30 year, the last at
Irving Junior High in Sugar’
House as shop teacher. He and
,his wife’ started in the resort busi-
jness from Provo to Lehi 30 yeai‘s!
'ago. . Saratoga Resort was the
best known resort they operated
'He retired several years ago, but
still kept in'close touch with op-|
eration at the resort. He was in-
‘See DEATH VALLEY Page 4)|




((-rcsted in mining operations it
the stale. ’

: ﬁl f{lc was an active member of
‘| {he LDS Church and was teacher

I Seventy's Quorum in Lehi First
Ward at the time of his death.

"He married Clarrisa Jean Tay-
jlo- June 12, 1912 In the Salt Lake
{7, ple. Survivors Include: Mrs.
Glen H. (Jean) Gordon, Amer-
fcan Fork; F. Taylor Eastmond,:
Orem; Richard T.  Eastmond,
: |Amer1can Fork; Dr. Jefferson N.,
Eastmond, Salt Lake City; Ro-
bert M. Eastmond, Lehl; 21.
grandchudren
. Mrs. Eastmond was born Feb, !
27, 1893 in Provo to Walter G.
and Agnes McKinlay Taylor.

Mrs. Eastmond assisted her
husband with the operations of
their resorts.

Active in the LDS Church she
served in the Relief Soclety pres-
idency and the stake MIA board-
in Salt Lake City and wis a ‘Sun-
day School teacher in Lehl First
Ward at time.of her death. She
was active In the Salt Lake!
Mother’s Club and she together
with her husband were members
of the Knife and Fork Club iIn
Provo.

Mr. and Mrs. Eastmond have
travelled extensively and were

IN DEATH VALLEY AUTO TRAGEDY—Mr. and Mrs

William G. Lichfield, top, -of Provo, and Mr, and M ,._'f;i“ﬁ.’;ﬁjfﬁ'é‘; gt ety
H. Eastmond, bottom, of Lehi, victims of highway acci‘-'ly“visited, They were to léave,
dent in Death Valley. Mr. Lichfield and the Kastmond shortly after Christmas. They
couple were killed in the rollover. . Mrs. Lichfield was planned to visit Australia, Japan
critically injured. Hospital attaches at Lone Pine, Calif, and other places.

said at 1 p.m. today she was in a semi-conscious condi-

tion. Relatives were en route to Lone Pine, : ,

Figure 3.



Figure 4.
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Figure 5.




Figure 6.

Figure 7.




Figure 8.
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Figure 11.




Figure 12.

Figure 13.




Figure 14.

Flgure 15.




